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Ralph H. Francis

JUL 5, 1941 - MAY 11, 2022

A dedicated family man, coach, teacher, and friend, Ralph H. Francis, age 80, of
Centerville, Ohio passed away on Wednesday, May 11th, 2022.

Ralph was born on July 5th, 1941 to Ralph and Agnes (Aselage) Francis. Ralph was raised in the
Catholic tradition and had a strong faith. At Versailles High School, he played many sports, but his
real love was football. He grew close to his high school football coach, who became a lifelong
mentor and friend until Ralph’s passing. It was also during these early years that he met his future
wife and the love of his life, Beverly Garrison. They officially began their life together when they
said, "I do" on August 21, 1965.

He attended Ohio University where he joined the "Phi Kappa Theta" fraternity and graduated
with his Bachelor's degree. Later, he earned a Master’s Degree in Education Administration from
the University of Dayton. In 1969, he began teaching at Centerville High School where he aided
the development of the vocational program, Occupational Work Experience (OWE). Ralph won
the “Hall of Fame Teacher” award, coached high school football and other sports, served on the
Bellbrook School Board where he was able to present each of his four children with their high
school diplomas, all without missing the games, concerts, and events of his children.

Ralph enjoyed many things in life, a good joke, a morning walk through Sugarcreek Reserve with
friends, an exciting sports game, and sweets, especially Clark bars and Girls Scout cookies. But of
all things, he loved his family. He instilled in his children to always work hard, be kind, and never
give up, because everyone serves a purpose in life, even if you don’t know what it is. Ralph’s
greatest blessing was his wife and he knew that to the end. He was a great husband, father and
grandfather. His life was as full as the relationships he lovingly cultivated. He was a generous
person, a good friend and a great man. He will be forever missed.

Ralph’s legacy will be continued by his wife of 56 years, Beverly Francis, their four children,

September Link (Michael), Noelle Bradford (Kraig), Kelly Francis (Kelly McKay), Nicole Thielman
(Andrew), his grandchildren, Cori (Link) Brazie and Morgan Brazie, Mitchell Link, Fallon
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Bradford, Colton Bradford, Grant Francis, Madison McKay, Hayden Thielman, Grayson
Thielman, Declan Thielman, great grandchild Rhys Brazie, and Ralph’s brother, Richard Francis
(Sherry).

To help the family celebrate his life, you are invited to his viewing at Conner & Koch Life
Celebration Home (92 W. Franklin St. Bellbrook, Ohio 45305) on Tuesday, May 17th, 2022 from
3:00 pm to 7:00 pm. A mass of Christian burial will be held on Wednesday, May 18th, 2022 at
11:00 am at St. Leonard's Parish (8100 Clyo Rd. Centerville, OH 45458), with burial to follow at
Brock Cemetery.

In memory of his constant generosity, donations may be made to a charity of your choosing, or
the Centerville Noon Optimists (P.O. Box 750492 Dayton, OH 45475-0492). You are welcome to
write a condolence message, send flowers, plant a tree, and share a story or picture about Ralph at
www.ConnerAndKoch.com.
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Bill And Linda Brucken posted:

We are thinking of you during this difficult time.

May 18 at 10:25 AM

Heartfelt Sympathies Store posted:

The Henry "Pete" Francis family

May 16 at 2:36 PM

Paul And Jane Martin posted:

We will truly miss Ralph! Thinking of you!

May 16 at 12:56 PM

Carolyn Phelan posted:

Wishing you peace to bring comfort, courage to face the days ahead and loving memories to forever
hold in your hearts.

May 16 at 8:36 AM

Paula Gambrell posted:
Peace be with you and your family. Love, Rick & Paula Gambrell

May 16 at 4:57 AM

Carolyn Waymire posted:

So sorry to hear of Junior's death. What a wonderful, caring, and concerned man. Of course | knew
him because we lived next to his mom and dad. | know him also from visiting Mrs. Francis at the
nursing center. Our sympathy to his lovely wife, girls and grands. Carolyn and Don Waymire

May 15 at 5:17 PM
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Mary C Graves posted:

My heart breaks for Bev and the family.....Ralph was an awesome person, and | so enjoyed knowing
him and serving with him on the Bellbrook/ Sugarcreek Board of Education. The family is in my
prayers......he will be missed by all who knew him. Mary Graves, Bellbroo

May 14 at 3:10 PM

Tom Magoto posted:

Ralph was my high school baseball coach. He was not just a good coach, but a friend. | am thankful
for the good advice and encouragement he gave me over the years. Will miss seeing and talking with
him at the many Versailles Alumni events that he attended.

May 14 at 7:32 AM

A Memorial Tree Was Planted For Ralph H. Francis posted:

We are deeply sorry for your loss ~ the staff at Conner & Koch Life Celebration Funeral Home

May 14 at 5:38 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Ralph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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